
Systems of Care Highlights 

in WV
Supporting Children of the Opioid Epidemic



Learning Objectives

 At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

 Identify potentially better practices for infants with NAS

 Explain WV care models for treating pregnant women and 

infants exposed to substance use disorder



NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME:  

ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM IN WV



Systems of Care

Perinatal Partnership

Project WATCH

CSHCN

CASA

IMPACT WV
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A statewide partnership of healthcare professionals 
and public and private organizations committed to 
improving perinatal health in West Virginia.

West Virginia Perinatal Partnership

Working together for
healthier mothers and 

babies

West Virginia Perinatal Partnership



Drug Free Moms and Babies Project

The Drug Free Moms and Babies is a comprehensive and integrative 
medical and behavioral health program for pregnant and 
postpartum women. This project supports healthy baby outcomes 
by providing prevention, early intervention, addiction treatment, 
and recovery support services. As of March 29, 2021, there were 
2385 women enrolled at 12 project sites.
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Weirton Medical Center

Wheeling Hospital

Stonewall Jackson Memorial

St. Joseph's Hospital

Davis Medical Center

Grant Memorial Hospital

Jefferson Medical Center

United Hospital Center

Camden Clark Medical Center

Ruby Memorial/
WVU Medicine Children’s

CAMC Women and Children’s Hospital

Raleigh General Hospital

Cabell Huntington Hospital/
Hoops Family Children’s Hospital

Princeton Community Hospital

Logan General Hospital

St. Mary's Hospital

Birthing Hospital 

Tertiary Center w/ Drug Free Moms and Babies 

Freestanding Birthing Center 

Drug Free Moms and Babies Site    

Integrated Services for Pregnant Women

West Virginia Birthing Facilities and 

Drug Free Moms and Babies Sites

WomenCare BirthCenter

June 2021

21 birthing hospitals, 1 freestanding birthing center 
17 DFMB programs (operating or in development)

Mon Health Medical Center

Reynolds Memorial Hospital

Valley Health Systems, Inc.

Shenandoah Community Health

Tug River Health Association

David Patton, MD



West Virginia Perinatal Partnership
Working together for

healthier mothers and babies

Drug Free Moms and Babies Model 

Services

•Medication 
Assisted 
Treatment

•Individual and 
Group 
Counseling

•Home visitation

•WIC/nutrition

•Housing

•Child Care

•Transportation

•Prenatal 
Care

•Labor and 
Delivery

•Postpartum

•Outreach

•Needs 
Assessment

•Referrals/ 
Linkages

•Follow up

•Peer 
Recovery 
Coach

Drug 
Free 

Moms 
and 

Babies 

Maternity 
Care

Substance 
Use 

Disorder 
Treatment

Social 
Services

Care 
Coordinator



West Virginia Perinatal Partnership
Working together for

healthier mothers and babies

Transition of Care for Mother-Baby Dyad with 

Substance Exposure

Quality Improvement Project in collaboration with WV Children’s 
Hospital Collaborative

Global Aim:  Enhance the health and safety of mother-baby dyads

– Promote successful transition from inpatient to home

– Education

– Discharge Planning

– Referrals and linkages to services



Project WATCH

WV STATE CODE 

In 1998, the WV Legislature passed House Bill 2388 establishing the West 
Virginia Birth Score Program and requiring all WV birthing hospitals or facilities 
to ensure that a Birth Score is determined for all babies born in WV. 

A revised Birth Score was implemented in July 2007. The revised instrument 
allows us to collect other information beyond the infant “Score” data which is 
important for the maternal/newborn population.

HOW IS AN INFANT TESTED FOR NAS IN WV? 



A screening tool that identifies infants who are more likely to be at-risk of death within the 
first year of life.

Includes seven factors with categorical weights. 
1. birth weight
2. infant sex
3. previous pregnancies
4. nicotine use during pregnancy
5. maternal age
6. maternal education 
7. feeding intention 

A score above 99 is considered “High” or at risk

Three other state-mandated screenings are included on the tool: 
1. Newborn Hearing Screening 
2. Critical Congenital Heart Disease Screening and 
3. Substance Use & NAS Surveillance data

WV Birth Score
WHAT IS WV BIRTH SCORE?



HOW IS DATA COLLECTED? 

WV Birth facility nursing staff collect the Birth Score data and 
either enter it using a secure web-based form or the data is 
uploaded directly from the hospital EMR on a weekly basis.

https://www.wvdhhr.org/birthscore/pdf/data_at_a_glance_2017.pdf

WV Birth Score



CSHCN

The Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) Program, 
in the Office of Maternal, Child and Family Health (OMCFH)

• advances the health and well-being of children and youth 
with certain chronic, debilitating conditions 

• by providing specialized medical care and care coordination 
services 

• to children under 21 years of age 
• who meet financial and medical eligibility criteria 
*Children with a diagnosis of NAS are automatically referred to 
CSHCN.

Applicants for Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) services must first apply for 
Medicaid and the West Virginia Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) at their local 
Department of Health and Human Resources (DHHR) office. Information submitted to the local 
DHHR office during this process is used to determine financial eligibility for CSHCN services. An 

application for these services can be obtained by visiting www.wvinroads.org.

http://www.wvdhhr.org/cshcn/
http://www.wvdhhr.org/mcfh/
http://www.wvinroads.org/


Court Appointed Special Advocates 

(CASA)

•The CASA Program was started in 1976 by a Seattle, 
Washington Judge, who wanted to ensure that he was 
getting all of the facts in abuse and neglect cases and that the 
best interests of children were being represented.

•The CASA Program of Ohio, Marshall, Wetzel and Tyler 
Counties is one of more than 900 CASA Programs nationwide. 
There are 10 programs in WV serving 31 counties. wvcasa.org

•The CASA Program recruits, trains and supports community 
volunteers to advocate for the best interests of children who 
have been removed from their home due to abuse and 
neglect.



CASA

• CASA’s are typically appointed to a case from the onset of 
judicial proceedings and remain on the case until the child 
reunified or adopted.

• The CASA Volunteers meet with, parents, relatives, teachers, 
social workers, foster parents and others involved in the 
child’s life. They then provide written information and 
recommendations to the Judge as to the child’s best 
interest.

• Since CASA Volunteers are typically only assigned to one 
case at a time, they are able to provide accurate, detailed 
and thorough reports.



What is IMPACT WV?

The IMPACT WV project is working 
with communities to create 
opportunities and address needs of 
children diagnosed with Neonatal 
Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) or 
exposed to substances in utero. 



IMPACT WV

• The program’s goal is to improve the health and well-being of 
children diagnosed with NAS, women who were, or are, using 
substances, and their families who receive services through a 
two-generational approach.

• To meet the mission of IMPACT WV we plan to INCREASE:

• Communication across providers

• Comprehensive services directed to families

• Coordination of services within, and outside of IMPACT 
system without duplication 



Patient Navigator
• Works closely with the home visiting provider and other service 

providers serving a family to address the social service needs of
• Adult education and employment

• Transportation

• Housing

• Utilities

• Food insecurity

• Intrapersonal violence

• Behavioral and mental health

• Substance use treatment



IMPACT WV Online Clearinghouse
• IMPACT WV developed an online clearinghouse for training and 

resources for families and providers. Users will learn about best 
practices and strategies to work together to build family supports so 
children grow up healthy, strong and ready to learn. 

• The clearinghouse will showcase resources, checklists, tools, 
webinars and learning modules offering continuing education credits.

• The site also includes news features, blogs, resource maps, and 
questions from families and providers. Visitors to the site can 
subscribe, ask a question, request technical assistance or make a 
referral.



It takes a village…


